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LARGER MERCHANT FLERT PROPOSED

POLISA MERCEANT FIERT -- Polseka ZbroJna, Mo 9i, 2 Apr 49

The ore and coal carrier Soldek, launched last November, was the first
oceengoing vessel built entirsly in Poland. The Jednosc Robotnicza and the
Brygeda Makowskiego followed within e month. Three more vessels of this
type are nowv under construotion, one of which, the Wincenty Petrowskl is
almost completed. The reconstructed motorship Warta will make its first
trip 15 May. Simultansously work is progressing on the stesmship Wroclaw,
wvhich is being rebuilt from a German dsrelict.

Work will begin this year on several 4,000-toh motorships to be used
on the Levantine route and 660-von ships for misceileneous Baltic “raffic.

Two new motorships built in Englend, the Warmia and the Mazury, arrived
in Gdynia et the end of 1548. The new refrigerator ship Czech will make its
first trip shortly. The steanship Puck, which e to arrive shortly, will be
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A larger fleei is an economic necessity; the present tonnege of 200,000
is hardly sdequate for Poland's economic requirements of todey. The partisi-
pation of our cwn fleet in ocean traffic is negiigidle; not more than 10 per-
oent of the cargo lar’ year was carried under the Polish fleg, the remaining
90 percent being carried by foreign owners for vhich we paid with foreign
exchengs. A great part of ths income derived from export is thus lost. This
situation can only be alleviated by &n enlarged merchant flaet. .

Ia its initiel stages the fleet was aasembled haphazardly, with no
thougat to the future sconamic requirements of Polend. The fleet must now

be organized in such e manner as to serve the needs of our ports. The

greatast attention is being given to building a modern flset which 1a highly
qualified to servics scheduled shipping routes.

At the end of the SBix-Year Plan the Polish Merchant Flee: will nave
reached a tonnage of 600,000, for the most part of domestic conmstruction.

A fleet of these proportions will become onv of the factors of our
econaric independence.
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L I“HZSI‘ P..ssmm s.nn B'UET IN POLAED -~ Z;ycla Wars‘.awy, ¥o 107, 20 Apr 49
ihe MS Olimpj.a, the ﬁrst Polishwmnle paasenger ship, ma.de a Buccess-

ul trial run em lh April 19&9 .
@YB’IA :\ND GDM “‘RKIGXT TRM’FIC UP == Ruecrpos;oluu, Yo 109, 22 Apv- kg

o "  B the firat half of April, freight traffic amounted to about: 510-0 000
. ”1-, ‘an 1ncraaao of h5,000 tons ‘over tha corraspondius period in March
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